
 

 

Grass Waterway Construction.   .   . 
This contractor uses a heavy duty machine that literally “blows out” the center of 
the waterway channel.  The side slopes are then shaped with a dozer or scraper. 

 

 

Freeborn County SWCD is organized under provisions of MN Statute 
Chapter 103C and is governed by a board of five elected supervisors. 
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Another year has passed and it’s again time to review our conservation 
accomplishments.  Each year seems to have one or more events that stand out as 
we look back.  In 2004 the significant event “program wise” was the selection of 
one of our small watersheds (Blue Earth River) for inclusion in the new 
Conservation Security Program (CSP).  Although this is a federal program 
handled primarily by NRCS, our district was involved with several aspects of it’s 
delivery.  A number of local landowners applied and were determined eligible for 
the program. They’re now receiving financial rewards for past conservation 
practice application and related management efforts.  These efforts are aimed at 
soil erosion reduction and water quality improvement.  Our county doesn’t  have a 
watershed that was selected for the program for 2005.  However, landowners now 
have an indication of what will be required of them in future sign-ups. 
 
The other event was the flooding that occurred in September.  Much of county 
received 10 to 12 inches of rain in one storm event.  Fortunately, a thick crop 
canopy present at that time in the growing season helped to mitigate the soil 
erosion potential.  However, hundreds of acres of crops were destroyed by  
flooding, primarily in the Hollandale area.  Significant damage was done to roads 
and other infrastructure.  This amounted to about $500,000 according to estimates 
made for the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).  All this led to 
our county being declared a “Federal Disaster Area”. 
 
As we look forward to 2005, we’ll work to repair some of the erosion damage 
caused by the excessive rains.  We’ll continue with the currently available 
conservation programs and possibly a new Conservation Reserve Enhancement 
Program (CREP II). Educational efforts will be aimed at getting producers to 
think about what they may need to be doing to become eligible for future CSP 
sign-ups.  All of this will be done in cooperation with our local conservation 
partners.   
 
On behalf of our board of Supervisors, I would like to express our sincere thanks 
to all the local agencies, organizations and individuals that help us accomplish our 
mission.   They include the following: 
  

•Landowners & Operators 
•Freeborn County Board of Commissioners 
•Freeborn County Environmental Services 
•Minnesota Board of Water & Soil Resources (BWSR) 
•USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
•USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
•Ducks Unlimited, Pheasants Forever, MN Waterfowl Assn., MN DNR,  
 US Fish & Wildlife and others. 
 

 
We hereby submit the following Annual Report of soil & water conservation 
activities for calendar year 2004. 
 
Jerry L. Demmer, Chairman of the board 

From The Chairman.   .   . 
by Jerry Demmer 
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Services Provided by  
Freeborn County Soil & Water Conservation District 

 Engineering planning, layout and construction supervision of conservation practices 
such as waterways, water and sediment control basins, grade stabilizing structures and 
tile drainage. 

 
 Administration of the State Cost-Share Program for conservation practices. 

 
 Administration of the Reinvest in Minnesota (RIM) Easement Program. 

 
 Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) easement construction 

supervision and checkout. 
 

 Farmstead and field windbreak design, species selection, tree sales, on site layout and 
planting equipment rental. 

 
 Assisting with the implementation of the Ag Best Management Practices loan program.  

These funds are made available through the State Revolving Fund and are administered 
by the MN Dept. of Ag. 

 
 Assistance in complying with the Minnesota Wetland Conservation Act (WCA) which 

was passed in 1991.  This may include reviewing maps, etc. to determine potential 
applicability of the Act or discussing alternatives in cooperation with the LGU. 

 
 Conservation compliance planning and assistance with other aspects of the current Farm 

Bill. 
 

 Consultations for the Rural Finance Authority Young Farmer Program. 
 

 Conservation education projects, demonstrations, workshops and contests. 
 

 Sponsorship of the Local Workgroup for Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP). 
 

Mission Statement: 
 
To serve the residents of Freeborn County by creating an 
awareness of soil and water resource concerns, by offering 
practical alternatives to manage these concerns, and by providing 
technical assistance (as local resources allow) to apply and 
maintain best management practices (BMPs) that impact water 
quality while sustaining soil productivity and land-user profits. 

Freeborn County Soil & Water Conservation District 



 

Freeborn County Soil & Water Conservation District 

Board Members (L to R): 
 

Jerry Demmer, Chairman  
   Obert Haldorson, Vice Chairman 
           Don Kropp, Treasurer 
           Bill Bryson, Secretary 
   Cole Pestorious, Supervisor  
            

    

Office Staff :         Don Flatness, District Manager/Technician 
                     Brenda Lageson, District Administrative. Assist. 
                   Jennifer Ronnenberg, District Technician 
 
NRCS Staff:         Myron Taylor, District Conservationist 
                   Brian Jensen, Soil Conservation Technician 
   
Ducks Unlimited Staff:   Jessica Jovaag, Wetland Restoration Specialist 
              Chris Nelson, Wetland Restoration Specialist 
 

*Technical Assistance was furnished to the district by NRCS Area Office, Rochester, MN 
   John T. Nicholson, Assistant State Conservationist 
   Lawrence Svien, Area Resource Conservationist 
   John Beck, Area Resource Soil Scientist 
   Robert Romocki, Area Engineer 
   Judy Lambert, Area Adm. Coordinator 
   Lori Quinnell, IT Specialist 
   Larry Peterson, Civil Engineering Technician 
 



 
 

District Conservationist Report 
by Myron L. Taylor , USDA-NRCS 

 
Conservation Security Program (CSP)  
  
2004 saw the introduction of a new type of conservation 
program built around the idea of “Reward the Best, Motivate 
the Rest”.  The CSP program was announced by then 
Secretary of Agriculture Ann Veneman on May 19th 2004.  
The program provides eligible landowners with incentive 
payments based on the level of good conservation practices 
they have been and are currently applying to their farms.  The 
Blue Earth Watershed is one of 18 watersheds nationwide 
selected for the new CSP program.  The watershed included 
parts of Martin, Faribault, Blue Earth, Freeborn, Jackson, 
Watonwan, and Cottonwood counties in Minnesota and 
Emmet, Kossuth, and Winnebago counties in Iowa.  The total 
watershed is approximately 1 million acres in size with 
almost 80% located in Minnesota.  There were 281 contracts 
approved in the Blue Earth Watershed with payments totaling 
over 3 million dollars in 2004.  Here in Freeborn County 
there were 13 applicants selected for approval into the CSP 
program.  CSP will be offered each year on a rotational basis in as many watersheds as funding 
allows.  
 
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) 
  
The EQIP program continues to provide technical and financial assistance to landowners 
wanting to install sound conservation practices on their land.  EQIP is a voluntary conservation 
program that supports production agriculture and environmental quality as compatible goals.  
EQIP may pay up to 75 percent of the costs of eligible conservation practices.  Incentive 
payments may be made to eligible landowners to adopt land management practices, such as 
nutrient management, manure management, integrated pest management, and wildlife habitat 
management.  In Freeborn County in 2004 there were 20 applications covering over 2,000 acres 
and obligating over $150,000 in financial assistance for conservation practices and incentive 
payments. 
 
Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) 
  
The WRP program continues to provide landowners with assistance in protecting and restoring 
the nation’s wetlands.  NRCS in Freeborn County in conjunction with Duck’s Unlimited (DU) 
and the Board of Soil and Water Resources (BWSR) continue their partnership and continue 
providing the landowners of Freeborn County with the high quality of assistance they have come 
to expect.  In 2004, Freeborn County had 219 acres of wetlands restored through the WRP 
program with another 487 planned for restoration. 
 
 

Blue Earth Watershed in Freeborn County 

Blue Earth Watershed, Minnesota & Iowa

 



 
 

 

conservation practices on their land.  These 
include Water & Sediment Control Basins, 
Grass Waterways, Grass Filter Strips, 
Wildlife Tree Plantings, Farmstead 
Windbreak and Wetland Restoration and/or 
enhancement. 
 
They’re also active in community affairs.  
Jack has served on the Alden School Board, 
County Pork Producers Board, Northern 
Country Coop Board  and is involved in 
Phase II of the SoyMor Cooperative Project. 
 
Jack & Rita were honored in December at the 
Minnesota Association of Soil & Water 
Conservation Districts (MASWCDs) annual 
convention. 
 
We congratulate the Kormans on their 
accomplishments and wish them continued 
success.  
 

The Kormans are shown here at their 
home in rural Alden. 

Jack & Rita Korman, rural Alden were 
chosen as this years award recipients.  
They operate a cash-grain and livestock 
farm south of Alden. 
 
The Kormans have installed a number of 

William H. “Bill” Bryson retires from Supervisor Position.   .   . 

Program Highlights from 2004.   .   . 
Jack & Rita Korman named “Outstanding Conservation Farmers”.   .   . 

After serving over 35 years as a district 
supervisor, Mr. Bryson decided not to file 
for re-election.  He was first appointed to 
fill an un-expired term in August of 1969.  
He was later elected to several six year 
terms, the last of which expired December 
31st, 2004. 
 
Bill served in various capacities on our 
local board.  This included several years as 
chairman.  He also served as an Area 7 
Association of Districts Director and State 
Association of districts, Vice President and 
later President.  Following his tenure as 
state president, he served on the National 
Association of Conservation Districts 
(NACD) Council. 
 
Bill was interested in politics and as a 
result testified many times on state and 
federal legislation affecting districts.  In 
1984 he was invited to participate in a 
“Round Table Discussion” on the 1985 
Farm Bill Rules.  This was held at the Pete 
Meyers Farm in Mathews, Missouri.  John 
Block, then Secretary of Ag and other farm 

policy leaders of the time were in attendance.  
We express our sincere thanks to Bill for his 
many years of dedicated service to our Soil 
& Water Conservation District.  We also 
wish him and his wife Arlene, many years of 
retirement happiness.  We know Bill will 
continue his interest and activity in 
conservation well into his retirement. 

 
Bill is shown here receiving a plaque for his many 
years of dedicated service to the SWCD from Jerry 

Demmer, Chairman of the Board. 



 
 

Minnesota River Watershed Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program 
(CREP) Wetland Restorations Nearing Completion.   .   . 

Of the eighteen (18) CREP Easements in 
Freeborn County, only three (3) remain that still 
need earthwork or tile system alteration to 
complete the wetland restorations.  The program 
enrolled about 600 acres in our county.  Most of 
the easements have water impoundments created 
by a dike and water control structures.  They also 
have tile system manipulation that often required 
re-routing some existing tile and then breaking the 
tile within the wetland pool area.  In some cases, 
where tile lines flowed through wetlands, a new 
outlet was developed and now the upstream tile 
water flows into the wetland basin rather that 
through it.  The remaining three wetland 
restorations will be completed in 2005. 
 
The typical easement site has a wetland restoration 
(water impoundment) with a grass buffer that 
provides habitat and filtering benefits for the 
wetland.  Most of the grass buffers are planted to 
native grass and wild flower mixes. 
 
CREP II is expected to become a reality for 
Southeast, Southwest and Northwest Minnesota for 
2005.  This will allow us to offer wetland 
restoration and riparian easements in much of the 
balance of our county that flows into the Upper 
Cedar River Watershed. 

Mr. David Ausen, a farmer from the 
Manchester area, filed for and was elected to 
Bryson’s supervisor position.  David has an 
Alden, MN address.  However, he lives and 
farms near Manchester.   
 
David and his wife Becky are fourth generation 
operators on a farm owned by family members 
since 1857.  He currently grows corn, soybeans 
and field peas.  Although he is new at the 
business of being a supervisor, he is very 
familiar with conservation practice application.  
He has installed a number of practices on land 
he owns or rents in his community.  In fact, in 
2003 he was chosen as our Outstanding 
Conservation Farmer. 
 
We welcome David as a new board member 
and look forward to working with him in the 
future. 

 

Dave and Becky shown at their home in rural Alden. 

This is a Wetland that was restored adjacent to 
Freeborn Lake as part of a CREP easement. 

David Ausen elected to Bryson’s Supervisor Position.   .   . 



 
 

Sample Windbreak Plan 

  Tree Program 2004.   .   . 
 

Each year the district provides quality service 
and products to the public.  One of the most 
beneficial 
long-term 
programs 
offered is 
the annual 
tree 
program.  
The 
district’s 
tree program is more than an annual fund 

raising event, but an opportunity for the public to take advantage of the skills and 
knowledge of the staff.  The district can 
design tree planting plans for windbreaks, 
snow management and/or wildlife habitat; 
along with advice for appropriate tree species 
selection by considering soil types, landscape 
position, and current and expected land uses.  
These plans and services are created for any 
Freeborn County landowner free of charge.  In 
addition, to help make the plans a reality, we 
sell good quality trees, and have the necessary 
equipment for rent to get the job done quickly 
and correctly.  Currently the district sells 28 different trees and shrubs, emphasizing 
species which are native to Freeborn County, as well as tree mats and starter fertilizer.  
Available to rent are 3 tree planters, planting bars and a seed slinger.   
 
 

 



Fair Booth 2004.   .   . 
 
It’s fair time again!  The Soil & Water Conservation District provided an informational 
booth at the annual Freeborn County Fair in August 2004.  Each year the district focuses 

on a subject of interest and priority to the 
community.  The topics covered in 2004 
emphasized priority watersheds in the 
county, including maps and program 
availability specific to these areas. 
Also found in the booth were many 
informational displays showcasing some of 
the things that make Freeborn County 
unique.  These included soil samples from 
around the county, dry and fresh cut 
wildflowers and grasses used in 
conservation plantings, and brochures of 

the how’s and why’s of conservation programs.  
Partner programs, such as FSA’s Continuous 
CRP practices common to Freeborn County 
were also highlighted.     

 
 
 

Fair Booth display in the 
Conservation Building: 2004 



 
 
 

Greater Blue Earth River Basin 
Alliance (GBERBA).   .   . 

Freeborn County is part of an eleven county 
alliance in the Greater Blue Earth River Watershed 
that has an approved National Watershed Initiative 
Grant (EPA money).  The grant is administered by 
Three Rivers RC&D in Mankato.  Approximately 
$432,000 is available for the cost share component 
of this grant.  Freeborn County received an 
allotment of just over $18,000.00 which is 
available to landowners for conservation practice 
installation.  About 65% of this allocation has been 
encumbered to-date.  Water & Sediment Basins are 
the primary practice being applied for.  Funds must 
be encumbered by Sept. 30, 2005. 

Conservation Tillage Transect 
Survey.   .   . 

Our Soil & Water Conservation district (SWCD) 
staff and one of our supervisors worked with 
NRCS in a joint effort in late May to survey 
tillage practices being used by local landowners.  
A predetermined route through each township, 
identical to one used a couple years ago was 
driven.  At given points along the route, crop 
residue amounts were measured and recorded in 
an effort to determine tillage trends.  A report 
was then filed with NRCS that gets forwarded to 
the Conservation Tillage Information Center 
(CITC).  While a lot of farmers are no-tilling 
soybeans into standing cornstalks from the 
previous crop year, most corn is planted into 
relatively reside free soil conditions.  Only a very 
small percentage of the fields had small grain or 
hay planted on them. 

Soil and Water Stewardship 
Week Observance.   .   . 

Our district provides soil and water 
stewardship materials to area churches 
each year.  These materials include a 
Program leader guide and Litany.  The 
2004 theme was “The Living Soil”.   
 
Stewardship week is celebrated usually the 
last week of April, however these materials 
are not dated and can be used anytime.   
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Twenty year easements –   
Two (2) Marginal Ag Land Easements 10.5 acres

   

Perpetual Easements  --   
     Four (4) RIM Riparian Easements 276.6 acres
     Six (6) RIM Marginal Ag Land Easements  87.1 acres
     Eleven (11) Permanent Wetland Preserve (PWP) Easements 221.8 acres
     Six (6) RIM Wetland Restoration Easements 105.9 acres
     Nineteen (19) CREP Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program 598.7 acres
     Eleven (23) RIM/WRP Wetland Restoration Easements 1060.7 acres
     Thirty-two (32) WRP Wetland Restoration Easements 2205.0 acres
     Five (5) EWP Emergency Watershed Protection  250.2 acres
Total 4816.5 acres

Cost Share & Permanent Easement Program Activity.   .   . 
State Cost Share Program.   .   . 
 
Landowners were paid a total of $9,943.29 in state cost share dollars in calendar year 2004.  Practices 
installed included water & sediment basins, grass waterways and side inlet pipes.  Based on the dollar 
amount mentioned above, landowners installed in excess of $13,300.00 worth of practices as a result 
of this cost share program. 
 
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP).   .   . 
 
Practices funded with federal EQIP Program cost share included no-till, nutrient management, water & 
sediment basins, grazing systems and animal waste management.  Total amount expended by the 
program was $157,000.   
 
Emergency Watershed Program (EWP).   .   . 
 
Practices are moving forward in the Hollandale area for perpetual easements on lands flooded out in 
2000 by heavy rains.  The EWP program was offered by USDA as an alternative to continued farming 
on some of these marginal areas.  Forty-three (43) applications were received, the acreage covered by 
these requests totaled 2,060 acres.  Five (5) applications covering 250.2 acres were funded.  Dollar 
value is estimated at approximately $660,000.00.   
 

A summary of RIM, RIM/WRP, WRP and EWP Easements Recorded to Date (12/31/04) is as 
follows: 



 
FREEBORN SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

ALBERT LEA, MINNESOTA 
      

STATEMENT OF NET ASSETS AND 
GOVERNMENTAL FUND BALANCE SHEET 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2004 
      
 General  Adjustments  Statement of 
 Fund  See Notes  Net Assets 

Assets      
Cash and investments $189,350.37    $189,350.37 
Accounts receivable $0.00    $0.00 
Due from other governments $0.00    $0.00 
Prepaid items $0.00  $0.00  $0.00 
Capital Assets:      
    Equipment (net of accumulated depreciation)   $21,224.99  $21,224.99 

       Total Assets $189,350.37  $21,224.99  $210,575.36 

      
Liabilities      

Current liabilities: $0.00    $0.00 
  Accounts payable $0.00    $0.00 
  Salaries payable $1,916.40    $1,916.40 
  Deferred revenue $51,776.07    $51,776.07 
Long-term liabilities:      
  Due within one year     $0.00 
  Due after one year   $11,506.57  $11,506.57 

       Total Liabilities $53,692.47  $11,506.57  $65,199.04 

      
Fund Balance/Net Assets      

Fund Balance/Net Assets      
  Reserved for prepaid items $0.00  $0.00  $0.00 
  Unreserved      
    Designated for future projects $15,000.00  -$15,000.00  $0.00 
    Undesignated $120,657.90  -$120,657.90  $0.00 

       Total Fund Balance $135,657.90  -$135,657.90  $0.00 

      
Net Assets      
  Invested in capital assets   $21,224.99  $21,224.99 
  Unrestricted   $124,151.33  $124,151.33 

       Total Net Assets   $145,376.32  $145,376.32 

      



 

FREEBORN SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

ALBERT LEA, MINNESOTA 

      

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES AND 

GOVERNMENTAL REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2004 

      

 General  Adjustments  Statement of 

 Fund  See Notes  Net Assets 

Revenues         

  Intergovernmental $130,743.83  $0.00  $130,743.83 

  Charges for services $23,780.32  $0.00  $23,780.32 

  Investment earnings $0.00  $0.00  $0.00 

  Miscellaneous $2,296.77  $0.00  $2,296.77 

      Total Revenues $156,820.92  $0.00  $156,820.92 

         

Expenditures      

  Conservation      

    Current $196,799.81  $6,673.51  $203,473.32 

    Capital outlay $0.00  $0.00  $0.00 

      Total Expenditures $196,799.81  $6,673.51  $203,473.32 

           

       Excess of Revenues Over (Under)            

              Expenditures -$39,978.89  -$6,673.51  -$46,652.40 

Fund Balance/Net Assets January 1 $175,636.79  $16,391.93  $192,028.72 

Fund Balance/Net Assets December 31 $135,657.90  $9,718.42  $145,376.32 

            

      



Item Number Units 
Clients Assisted 13,949 Persons
Composting Facility 1 ea.
Conservation Cover 35 ac.
Conservation Crop Rotation 5,257 ac.
Fence 34,550 ft.
Filter Strips 112 ac.
Forest Stand Improvement 7 ac.
Grade Stabilization Structures 2 ea.
Grassed Waterway 17 ac.
Heavy Use Area Protection 1 ac.
Irrigation System, sprinkler 1 ea.
Irrigation Water Management 390 ac.
Nutrient Management 4,886 ac.
Pasture and Hay Planting 2 ac.
Prescribed Burning 21 ac.
Prescribed Grazing 749 ac.
Residue Management, Mulch Till 715 ac.
Residue Management, No-till, Strip Till 18,178 ac.
Residue Management, Seasonal 285 ac.
Restoration & Management of Declining Habitats 426 ac.
Riparian Forest Buffer 11 ac.
Roof Runoff Structure 310 ea.
Tree/Shrub Establishment 18 ac.
Underground Outlet 700 ft.
Upland Wildlife Habitat 78 ac.
Use Exclusion 721 ac.
Water & Sediment Control Basins 17 ea.
Watering Facility 30 ea.
Well Decommissioning 8 ea.
Wetland Restoration 529 ac.
Windbreak/Shelterbelt Establishment 5,030 ft.
Windbreak/Shelterbelt Renovation 780 ft.

Average level of conservation assistance 
provided by staff in FY2004* 

All Figures taken from Field Office FY2004 accomplishment as reported to the USDA, except as 
noted.  Field Office estimate not measured by the USDA system. 


