
FREEBORN COUNTY 

SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

Thursday, August 7th, 2025, at 8:30 AM

1. Call to Order
• The regular meeting of the Freeborn County Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD) was called to

order by District Chairman Helland at the district office located at 1400 West Main Street, Albert Lea,
MN on Thursday, August 7th

, 2025, at 8:30

AM. Attendees 
• In attendance: Curt Helland (District Chairman), Scott Lightly (District Vice-Chairman), Vickie Heers

(Treasurer), Brad Kramer (Secretary), Casey Madson (Supervisor), Lindsey Cornell (District Manager),
Chad Billat (Project Manager), Mark Trnka (Conservation Technician), Senja Viktora (District 
Technician), Linda Mestnik (District Finance and Administrative Specialist) 

2. Approval of Minutes

• A motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting on July 10th
, 2025, was made by Kramer and

seconded by Heers. MOTION CARRIED.

3. Treasurer's Report
• Heers reported that the balance in the checking account was $10,977.53, savings $943,330.95, CD (10

month) $250,000.00, and CD (10 month) $235,000.00 as of July 31st, 2025. A motion to approve treasurer's
report and payment of bills was made by Lightly and seconded by Kramer. MOTION CARRIED. 

4. Finalize 2024 Audit

• Cornell brought before the board the 2024 audit from Peterson Company Ltd with a request for the audit
to be finalized. A motion to finalize the 2024 audit was made by Kramer and seconded by Heers.
MOTION CARRIED. 

5. Authorization for QuickBooks change of administrator

• Cornell brought before the board a request for approval to change the QuickBooks primary
administrator to Linda Mestnik (Finance and Administrative Specialist). A motion was made by
Kramer and seconded by Heers. MOTION CARRIED. 

6. Establish a maximum purchase price limit for expenses before board approval is needed

• Cornell brought before the board a request for expense spending approval up to $300 without requiring
board approval. The board suggested raising the limit to $500 for expenses without requiring
pre-approval by the board. A motion was made by Lightly and seconded by Madson. MOTION CARRIED. 

7. Temporary Position Status for Christensen

• Cornell brought before the board a request to extend the temporary position status for Christensen. A
motion to extend the temporary position to Christensen through December 31st, 2025 was made by
Kramer and seconded by Lightly. MOTION CARRIED 

8. Cost Share & Grant Items
a. Cost-Share Policy Updates

i. Cornell brought before the board suggesting that Manager Cornell be authorized to approve sensitive
cover crop contracts that cannot wait for September's board meeting. A motion to allow Manager
Cornell to approve time sensitive cover crop contracts was made by Madson and seconded by Kramer
MOTION CARRIED.








